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“¥OR THE MAGAZINE, 
Reply to “Candour.” 


. Your correspondent “ Canpvour” requests my 
views of 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52, 53, 54:— 
+ Behold, I shew youa mystery 5, we shall not all sleep, 


ea 


_ but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twink- 


ing of an eye, at the last trump ; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall oe raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So 


~ when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 


this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swal- 


lowed up iin victory.” 


To understand these verses correctly, it is 
somewhat necessary to understand the princi. 
‘pal topics discussed in'the whole chapter. 

' The grand subject treated of by the Apostle, 
is the doctrine of the resurrection. This was 
denied by some in the Corinthian Church.—see 
verse 12. It was thus mocked at when Pau: 
preached it at Athens,—Acts xvii. 32. It was 
not known nor believed among the heathens 
generally, and indeed was deemed a thing in- 
credible, if not impossible, that God should raise 
the dead,— Acts xxvi. 8, 1 Thess. iv. 13. “The 
faise teachers propagated the doctrine that the 
resurrection was past already, and thus over- 
threw the faith of some,—2 Tim. ii. 17, 18; 
1 Tim. i. 20. The heathens believed only in 
the existence of the soul after death, and con- 
sidered the body as the prison of the soul, from 
which at death it was happily emancipated. 
The denial of the resurrection of the body be- 
ing an error which tended to sap the foundation 
of the whole Christian system, Pauli throughout 
this chapter proceeds to expose it, and has com- 
municated to us much important information on 
the subject. He begins by declaring to them 
the gospel which he preached, which they had 
professed to receive, wherein they stood, and 
by which they were saved, if they kept it in 
memory, unless they had believed in vain— ver. 
1, 2.° The gospel which he had preached a- 
mong them was, that “ Christ died for our sins: 
according to the scriptures: and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day ac- 
cording to the scriptures—ver. 3, 4. ‘The evi- 
dence, that Christ had risen from the dead, 
which he had stated to them in preaching the 
gospel, he recapitulates from ver. 5 — 9, which 
the reader will please consult. Paul having 
mentioned in ver. 8, that Christ was seen of 
him, “last of all, as of one born out of due 
time,” he takes occasion from this to netice | 
ver. 9, 10, that he was not worthy to be called 
an Apostle, because he had persecuted the 
Church of God; and sets forth the greatness of 
God’s grace towards him in putting him into 
this office, and enabling him to labor more abun- 
dantly than all the Apostles. Having thus sta- 
ted to the Corinthians what the gospel was, re- 
minded them of their profession ef faith in it, 
and the evidence on which they at first believ- 
ed if, he makes a personal application of what) 
he had said to them, ver. 12. ‘+ Now if Christ’ 
be preached that he rose from the dead, how 
say some among you. that there is no resurrec- 
tion of the dead?” The false teacher or teach- 


ers had not brought over all the church at Co- 
rinth to this false doctrine, but only some among 
them. But it was necessary to expose this er- 
ror of theirs, for says Paul, “ Their word will eat 
as doth a eanker.”-——2 Tim. ii, 17. A little lea- 
ven might soon become thewhole lump,—1 
Cor. v. 6,7. ‘To refute it, therefore, he pro- 
ceeds to reason with them on rhe consequences 
which would follow, if there be nc resurrection 
of the dead as some of them affirmed. They 
desire particular notice. Ist. If there be no 
cesurrection of the dead, then is Christ ot 
risen. 2d. And if Christ be not risen, then is 
our preaching vain. 3d. Your faith is also vain. 
4th. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of 
ued, because we have testified of God that he 
vaised up Christ, whom he raised not up, if so 
ve that the dead rise not. Yor if the dead rise 
not, then is not Christ raised. 5th. And if Christ 
ve not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. ‘Lhis is what Paul meant by their 
believing in vain, ver. 2; and shews what he 
meant by their being saved if they kept in me- 
mory the gospel he had preached to them. By 
renouncing it, they shewed they were not saved 
from their sins, but were yet inthem. 6th. 
They also who are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. There is a final end tothem; death 
is an eternal sleep, ‘7th. If in this life only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable. ‘Che Apostles and others were the 
greatest of foois, and the most miserable of men, 
to testify Christ’s resurrection from the dead, 
and suffer so much for this, knowing it to be 
false, for they could have no hope of enjoyment 
beyond this iife, if there be no resurrection of 
the dead,—see ver. 13-20. But the Apostle 
proceeds, ver. 20, to say, ‘But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the first fruits 
of them that slept.’ And declares, ver. 21, that 
“since by man came death, by man came also the 
resurrection of the dead,” and were equal in 
their extent and effects to mankind, * for as in 
adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” But he adds, “Every man in 
his own order: Christ the first fruits; afterward 
they that are Christ’s athis coming.” He then, 
from yer. 24 — 29, states the objects to be ob- 
tained, and the end of the Messiah’s reign, a 
passage which believers in endless misery sel- 
dom mention. 

Permit me to ask from it, When shall the end} 
come? Answer,-—** When he shall have deli- | 
vered up the kingdem to God, even, the Fa- 
ther.” But let us ask again, what Christ is to | 
accomplish before he does deliver up the king- | 
dom to the Father? Answer,——‘* When he shall | 
have put down ail rule, and all authority and 
power, for he must reign till he hath put all en- 
emies under his feet.” ‘That this end is to 
come after the resurrection of the dead is not 
only manifest from the conuexion between verse 
23 and 24, but also from what is expressly de- 
clared, verse 26, that “the last enemy death 
shall be destroyed.” It is “ when all things 
shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son 
also be subject unto him that put all things un- 
der him, that God may be all in all.” 

The 89th verse is considered difficult to ex- 


dead.”’ 


plain. ‘Else what shall they do which are bap- 
tized fer the dead if the dead rise not at all? 
Why are they then baptized for the dead?” 
It appears to me that this verse connects with 
verse 19, and is a resuming of the subject, 
which the intervening verses was a digression 
from, namely, pointing out the consequences re- 
sulting from a denial of the resurrection of the | 
dead. Let us quote them together. “ If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable. Fur: &F since, or because, 
what shall they do who are »2>tized for the 
dead, if the dead rise not at all? bY are 
the; then baptized for the dead?” The word 
rendered else is often rendered for, since, be- 
cause, &c. To convince the Corinthians of 
their error in saying there was no resurrection 
of the dead, he as it were asks them, Why 
were ye baptized if there be no resurrection of 
the dead, for by this very thing ye certified 
that ye were dead with Christ and buried with 
him by baptism, arid risen with him to newness 
of life,——see Rom. yi. 4, Col. ii. 12. The chief 
difficulty lies in the phrase ‘‘ Baptized for the 
dead,” which occurs’ twice in this verse.-— 
Macknight censiders the expression elliptical, 
and supplies the ellipsis thus-—* What shall they 
do who are baptized for the resurrection of the 
And observes in his note, ‘that as the 
phrase, verse 18, fallen asleep for Christ, evi- 
dently signifies, fallen asleep for believing and 
testifying that Jesus Christ is the Son of God ; so 
here, baptized for the dead may signify, baptized 


for believing and testifying the resurrection of the 


dead.” But from what follows, I am inclined 
to think that the word baptized is used in the 
sense in which our Lord used it, Luke xii. 50, 
for afflictions. Compare. Matt. xxii. 23, where 
he should drink of the same cup of afflictions, or 
be baptized with a similar baptism. In this 
view the meaning is, *‘ For what shall they do 
who suffer afflictions for the hope of the resur- 
rection of the dead if the dead rise not at all. 
Why are they then baptized, or why do they 
suffer afflictions for this doctrine? This view 
seems to me confirmed, for it is added, “+ And 
why stand we in jeopardy every hour ?’’—See 
also ver. 31.32. In ver. 33, 34, the Apostle 
admonished the Corinthians to beware. ‘+ Be 
not deceived : evil communications corrupt good 
manners. Awake to righteousness, and sin not ; 
for some have not the knowledge of God: | 
speak this to your shame.” But we have mere- 
ly throughout these hints related to the above 
difficult passage, without pretending to decide 
about it. Nor does it affect the object of this 
communication to leave its meaning thus unde- 
cided. 

In verse 35, the Apostle introduces an objec- 
tion against the resurrection, saying, ‘* how are 
the dead raised up? and with what body do 
they come?” Here two distinct questions are 
put, or objections are made to the resurrection, 
which the Apostle answers in the subsequent 
part of the chapter. Ist. How are the dead 
raised up? The meaning here is, how is it pos- 
sible for the dead ever to be raisedup ? The hea- 
thens deeme’ the thing utterly impossible ; 
hence Paul’s question to Agrippa: “ Why should 


ov 


it be thought a thing 

God should raise the 

Apostle proceeds to answe ‘ 
the bility of the resurrection, from ver. 
46-42. He appeals first to the power of God, 
in producing grain from seed, after it has died, 
or bean rotten in the ground, ver. 36, 37, 38. 
Also to the power of God displayed in the dif- 
ferent avimals of this lower world, ver. 39; to 
the difference between terrestrial and heavenly 
bodies, and even the diversity of the heavenly 
bodies compared with each other. The man 
must be a fool, who saw and allowed all these 
effects of the power of God, yet questioned his 
power in being able to raise the dead. These 
were all displays of the power of God. Well 
says the Apostle, verse 42, “So also is the re- 
surrection of the dead.” ‘The power which 
complished the one can do the other. 


2d. The second question is, “* And with what notice. 


body do they come?” Unless we make the for- 
mer mjestion relate to the possibility of the re- 
surrection, we properly speaking have but one 
question, and make Paul use a tautology. Be- 
sides, he gives us distinct answers to these ques- 


tions. Hence he proceeds to answer this se-} the general increase of knowledge, and the ad 
With what body}, é 


Ans. It is sown in corruption,| of reason and comm 
it is raised in incorruption ; it is sown in disho-| gion, 
nor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weak-) ascendancy which the Scriptures of Divine truth | to 
ness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural) are fast 
body, it is raised a apivitual body. {nthe first) which y 

uestion, the Apostle shewed the possibility of} ing and 
the resurrection, by referring to a well known) now becoine precarious, and this influence much | ¢ 
fact, that seed sown in the earth, after it dies or! weakened, which renders your situation not 
is rotten, yet by the power of God is quickened } jittle dubious: it seeans to me 
and produces grain. and every seed its own body} owe to you and to the public 
or grain. Retaining the figure of sowing, he) hints, which ia prov 
here uses it in reference to the human body,) if duly regarded by those whom they concern. 


cond question thus, ver. 42. 
do they come ? 


being buried or sown in the earth, and contrasts 


this body sown, as to its properties, with the! those creeds, whi 
. \ c t ‘ 2eds, which were produced by human] the estim 
body which shall be raised in the resurrection! jpyention, in ages of obscure darkness, are now| {rine of 


by the power of God. The body raised is to 
be incorruptible, glorious, powerful and spiri- 
tual; in opposition tocorruption, weakness, and 
natural or animal, in which it was sown. Hence 
the Apostle adds, ** There is a natural body, and 
there is a spiritual body.” ‘The natural body 
sown in the earth was corruptible, dishonorable 
and weak. The spiritual body to be raised is 
incorruptible, glorious and powerful. And, re- 
curring to the formation of man at last, the 
Apostle says, “‘ And so itis written, the first 
man, Adam, was made a living soul; the last 


Adam was made a quickening spirit,” ver. 45.) that many points of doctrine, 


Having adverted to the first and last Adam, 


thy: the second man, the last Adam,” ver. 45, 
“+ is the Lord from heaven.” He adds, ver. 48 


are earthy,” or who proceed from him. 


we have borne the image of the earthy Ad 
or man,” ver. 47, “ we shall also bear the 
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ible with you, that, age of the 
» Accordingly the, 


r_ this question about, 
‘may 


ac-\fer my remarks for another communication, in| you; 


from | merly used to dwell with’ 
whom the body sown in corruption, and the deep pation ase tahiti tool 


body raised in incorruption, are derived, he} which have bec 
says, ver. 41, “ howbeit that was not first which | and y 
is spiritual, but that which jis natural: and af-}them in your sermons, but, in some instances 


terward that which is spiritual.” For “ the} you inform your hearers : 
> : > that youd r 
first man Adam,” ver. 45, “is of the earth ear-| them. nico mag tai na 


:|which the Christian Ch ‘ s its 
49, “ As is the earthy, the first man who is of! own mercies eereey se: cand: ~ 


the earth,” ver.47, “such are they also that} aspect, none 
In or} none exerted such a wild and 
by Adam they all die, for by this man camejence as the doctrine of that h 
death,” ver. 21,22. Dust he was made of, and | stare, 
unto dust he returned, and so do they. “ And} this y 
as is the heavenly, the second man the Lord/ence among men. This doctrine has been 
from -heaven,” ver. 47, “such are they also] pavilion, 
that are heavenly.” By this man comes also the | ‘This has 
resurrection of the dead,” ver. 21. ‘For as in| have shrouded yourselves i 
Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made ness, res apr rp 
alive,” ver. 22. The Apostle adds, “ And as/ ble to the nations has been the 


OO 

Adam or man, the Lord| been the. ‘by ers which hive ook 
Accordingly Paul says, Phill. iii. | frighte nts of the ' 
Se ait alte Wot that it} the change ! ‘These terrors have almos 


heavenly 


from heayen. 
21, “Who shall change our vile body, inge + 
be fashioned like unto his glorious body,|ly subsided. The bape your renteaeaias 
according to the working whereby he is able little or no alarm, the darkness w ich covered 
even to subdue all things unto himself.” How| you gives place to that mild increasing light 
glorious the body of Jesus Christ was, we may | by which you are exposed to all eyes, and the 
furm some faint idea of, from what Paul says,| people have found that there is no rea) heat 
Acts ix. 3, and xxvi. 12, and xxii.6 ; and the ef-/in the fire with which you threatened them. 
‘fect it produced upon him, when our Lord ap-| Your Babel, which was towering to heaven, tot-— 
_peared to him on the road to Damascus. 


The|ters on its base, its foundations are removed, 
glory was “above the brightness of the sun,” and your language is confounded. While some 
which mortal eyes cou 


ld not bear to behold,| of you are running to the desert to find Christ, 
‘and prostrated to the eartb those to whom it| others are crying, lo, here; others, lo, there; 
appeared. For uch a sight and for such socie- 


and it isa real fact that you have no rallying 
‘ty we mortals are not fitted, and hence the A-| point, to which you can concentrate the frag- 
ipostle goes on to shew this. 


But { must de-|ments of your broken forces. Look around 
—behold your churches throughout the 
country; they are broken in pieces, some en- 
deavoring to maintain a little longer the wreck 
which is now, without a helm, tossed to and fro 
on treacherous waves; others, reaching forth 
their eonvulsed hands, to catch at straws, driven 
by every wind, finding nothing permanent in 
: : which to trust; while others, and not a few, 
Brernren.—-Knowing, that in consequence of| are rendering themselves comfortable in the 
} enjoyment ofa religion and ministry, in almost 
ancements which have been made in the use} ajl things opposed to the traditions which you 
on sense, in matters of reli-| are endeavoring to prolong. — 
and more especially in conseqnence of the} Jy this situation of things, it seems expedient 
Ww act with caution, prudently and wisely to re- 
gaining over the creeds and dogmas on| duce such confusion to order, that this unhappy 
ou have long depended for your stand-| state may be succeeded by peace, harmony and 
and influence in society, this standing has} happiness. But the object to which | now wish 
ocall your attention, is that, which no doubt 
nota@/rives you the greatest concern; I mean the 
a dnty which !) question, what can you depend on in future, in 
>, to offer some|voom of that imaginary hell, which has now 
anished, for support in the estimation of the 
du public, and by which your labours may be con- 
I'he moral incongruity and perverseness of} sidered yaluable to society? Such has been 
ation in which you have held the doc- 
a future state of indescribable torment 
plainly discerned, even by such as stand only} with which you were in the habit of terrifying: 
in the twilight of the present day. Those/the people, that you thought, should you lose 
who have made any considerable advances in | this advantage, you would Jose your-whole in- 
the knowledge of the scriptures, have long} fluence with it; and on this account you have 
viewed with most revolting horror, those doc-|been so very zealous against the doctrine of un- 
trines with which you have dishonored our /limited goodness, which disallows that in which 
Heavenly Father, and degraded man, whom he| your confidence has been placed, and puts its 
was pleased to make in his own image. Even| confidence in him who gave himself a ransom’ 
you, who occupy the entire rear in the general} for all men. Now to embrace what you have 
march of human intellect, have already mani-| with so much zeal opposed, seems to you de- 
fested evident signs, that the increasing light grading; and now to give’ up all dependence on 
has reached your eyes. You begin to discover | that doctrine, which has been your defence for 
on which you for-|ages, seems to you net 4 little hazardous. But 
uch assurance and | in relation to these difficulties, if seems that you 
ing but foolish absurdities,| may easily be assisted, and that too by an ex- 
ome disgusting to your hearers,| ample which is highly worthy of your cheerful 
ou eyen venture, not merely to neglect|imitation. St. Pant, who was once as much op- 
>| posed to the meek and humble religion of Jesus 
e a as ‘a have ever been to his unlimited 
goodness eine e igi 
Among the many.lying vanities, in pursuit of| in whieh Be? bac Raitt nt me 
i its|he had before persecuted, found ltimself esta- 
, none bas assumed a more imposing|blished in a ministry, which God and the pec- 
been clothed with so much power,| ple owned. Suppose then, as you have alreae 
detracting influ-| dy discovered the errors of’your own creeds 
whew + ell, in a future | have become convinced that the dictrine which 
y ave so long maintained. On| you have opposed is the doctrine of the Scrip- 
ou have established your power and influ-| tures and of reason ; you should, by the exam- 
your| ple of Paul, leave the errors © iti 
citadel, your almost sole dependence. Sabie the divine goodness, hich becheee 
been your Srvar ; on this mountain you | embraced the whole human family, is it not a 
n blackness, in dark-| sonable to believe that you would be on ground 
and ina tempest of flaming fire. Terri-| which cannot be shaken, afd in the high way 
sound of your}which the lion’s whelp hath not trodden? Ail 


which “ Candor’s” questions shall receive some 
W. B. 
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To the Limitarian Clergy. 


e of salutary consequence, | y 


am} trumpets from those smoking ramparts on which | this seems i 
: c ems so clear and evident, that there 
im-| you have stood, and awful and desolating have | little or no room for you to doubt. But difteul 


Apri 


ae 


ties still remain. It is mortifying to clerical 
pride to acknowledge itself to-be in the wrong. 
Be it even so, remember the words of the di- 
vine teacher: “ He that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.” But you will say, we fear that 
those who have heretofore propagated diyine 
truth, whom we have despised, will become 
vain, and boast that they have convinced us, 
and that we have been obliged to fall in with 
their opinions. In reply to this objection, let 
me tell you, that should they be so foolish as 
thus to exalt themselves, they are certified, by 
divine authority, that. they would very soon 
be abased.. And furthermore, you ought to re- 
alize the fact, that the inventions, the turns, the 
twists, which the people see you making in order 
to avoid the mortification which you dread, are 
far more to your discredit than an open, honest 
avowal of the truth would be. But lam appre- 
hensive that [ have not yet named your great- 
est difficulty. Undoubtedly the greatest ques- 
tion with you in this matter is, how are you to 
preach so as to engage the interest and atten- 
tion of the people, and with what subjects can 
you profit them, so as to give them satisfaction, 
that the support they give you is property use- 
fully employed? It is not strange at all that 
you should at first be at a loss respecting this 
question; but if you will wholly dismiss your 
oid obsolete theme of hereafter torments, &c. 
and study the Scriptures to learn the divine 
goodness; study nature, which is full of the 
same principle ; study divine providence, which 


in ten thousand ways bears. ample testimony to} 


the same delightful and soul-rejoicing subject ; 
you will soon find that your preaching is not a 
lifeless-sound, which is sure to lull your hear- 
ers to slumber; but you will become sweetly 


~ animated yourselves, and your hearers will feast 


on that heavenly bread which giyes you divine 
life. You have marvelied, thousands of times, to 
see your hearers set and nod with such apathy, 
while you were setting forth the dreadful tor- 
ments which you said awaited them in the fa- 
ture world, if they remained indifferent to your 
preaching; and your hearers, at the same time, 
if they thought at all, marvelled to see you in 
the dark, dwelling on such a subject, with as 
little concern as you were able to awaken in 
them. Would you, inquire for a theme which 
will really alarm the fears of those to whorn 
you preach? ‘Then dismiss, entirely, the eld 
theme of imaginations, and speak of realities, 
of things which you can demonstrate, and which 
no one can either deny or disbelieve. Do this, 
and do justice to your subject, and you will find 
all eyes will be turned towards you ; young and 
old, male and female, will become all attention. 
you will feel the theme you are on, because 
you will know it to be a fact; and your hearers 
will feel it also, knowing thattbeir cars are list- 
ening to nothing but reality. ‘here are sub- 
jects innumerable, which lead to the contem- 
plation of the «divine goodness, and render the 
hoart devotional, which lead to the beauties 
and advantages of moral virtue, and win our 
vows in her favor; and there are subjects innu- 
merable, which direct to the consideration of 
the evil consequences of vice, and fill the mind 
with just alarm. . On such subjects, you may 
employ your talents and your learning, and you 
may be assured that the people will be liberal 
in supporting that on which the enjoyments of 
society are evidently founded. 

Look at the theatres and other public amuse- 
ments. Is there any want of liberality in the 
people to support them? You will not pretend 
that it isthe fear of a futyre state of torment 
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which induces so many to visit, at no small ex- 
It is for 
the sake of being entertained, that they thus 


pense, those scenes of mere vanity. 


part with theirmoney. Is the gospel of heaven, 
the theme of divine goodness, all the celestial 


sweets of moral virtue, and the deformity of 
vice combined, not a sufficient subject to en- 


gage the public attention? Brethren, the want 


of attention to these important subjects, of which 


you have so much complained, is owing to faults 
for which you stand accountable. You have not 
set forth our Heavenly Father in that lovely 
character which alone can engage the heart; 
but you have given him that character of un- 
kindness which has alienated’ the people from 
him ; -and his blessed gospel you have wrapt up 
in such mystery, and clouded its beauties with 
such absurdities, that thinking minds have either 
abjured the whole theme of divine revelation, 
or found its consistency by rejecting your creeds. 
Come then, and try if you cannot make the 
theme of divine wisdom, embracing all necessa- 
ry and profitable subjects of divine truth, as en- 
gaging and even as entertaining as those who 
speak, sing, and act in theatres, &c. make their 
subjects, which are mere fancies and illusions, 
. H. B. 


A Letter, 
To Rev. Nathaniel Cobb, of Rochester. 
Carver, Aug. 25, 1826. 


(Concluded from pagé 46.) * 
But-the greatest objection comes. now. to be 
considered ;” Geod were it for that man, if he 
had never been born.” If by these words we 
contend that Christ alluded to the natural birth 
of Judas, and infer therefrom that it had been 
better for him if God had never given him any 
existence, we accuse God of having done an act 
for one of his creatures by which he greatly in- 
jured him! For had it been determined or 
foreknown, that Judas must suffer eternal 
torment, if created, where is the goodness ot 
God in bringing him into the world? Could it 


be said, sir, that God is good to all, and his ten-. 


der mercies over all his works, if he gave Ju- 
das-an existence for the purpose of betraying 
Christ and fulfilling the Scripture, and that by 
this very act, (which was the means of opening 
the way of salvation) he should be eternally ex- 
cluded from the infinite mercy of God, and 
made to suffer the excruciating torments of an 
endless hell? Let God, whose mercy endureth 
forever, be true; but every man a liar. Sir, 
the opposers of Universalism say, if Christ had 
not been betrayed, and suffered in the way he 
did, none could have been saved? but as this 
was done for all, every man has an equal claim 
(o be saved; but this is inconsistent if their opi- 
nion of Judas be correct. If all the world must 
be lost, if one does not betray Christ to bring 
about God’s way of salvation; and the traitor 
must unavoidably suffer endless misery, and bad 
better not been born; it is plain, all in the first 
can, or one in the last had no chance to escape 
endless wrath and be saved!) Who does not 
see, that if a ship ever must be lost, unless one 
is cast. overboard that there is no chance for the 
whele to be saved? But the subject still con- 
tinues, ‘* good were it for that man if he had 
not been born.” Judas was born into the disci- 
pleship or king@om of God, and Christ might 
have alluded to this, that it had been better for 
him not to have been thus born, thus to have 
betrayed Christ, and subjected himself to the 
evil he enduréd here. Job and Jeremiah both 


cursed the day of their birth, in view of tempo- 
ral sufferings; although an eternal weight of 
glory awaited them in the future state; and 
Solomon praised the dead more than the living, 
considering the evils and vanities of human life. 
Christ says of a rich man, itis easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for him to enter into the kingdom of God.— 
Here is as strong language against the salvation 
of the rich, as that in the case of Judas; but 
you will say, sir, that Christ said afterwards, 
‘in seeming contradiction to this) that it was 
possible for rich men to be saved. Very good, 
sir, and notwithstanding what he said to Judas, 
he has declared that “if he be lifted up from’ 
the earth he will draw all men” (not excepting 
Judas) “unto him,” and he that cometh to him 
he will in no wise cast out.”? If a rich man 
can be saved consistent with the word of Christ, 
Judas can also; yes, and all mankind besides. 
You said, sir, that when people died, they went 
directly to a state of endless happiness or mise- 
ry, and referred to the thief on the cross for 
proof: ‘ this day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise.” But how could Christ say so to a thief? 
Does not the Scripture say that thieves shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God?—see 1 Cor. 
vi. 10. Certainly! but it will be said the thief” 
repented. Very well, and so did Judas; and 
like a true penitent confessed his fault, and re- 
stored the silver again. Did the thief on the 
cross restore what he had stolen, or make any 
restitution? No! but shall Judas, who return- 
ed the ill-gotten money, be cut off? and the 
thief on the cross, who returned nothing, be re- 
ceived to Heaven? Yes, according to Ortho- 
doxy! but, according to the Scriptures, they 
shall both be saved, by the Son of God. I would 
also suggest for your consideration, sir, that the 
Scriptures say nothing about an endless hell, 
nor endless misery or punishment; those words 
are the inventions of a corrupt priesthood.— 
What you say of men going into a state of suf- 
fering after death, in my opinion, is unfounded. 
The Scriptures inform us, that the spirits re- 
turn to God who gave them; and “ he that is 
dead is freed from sin,” and consequently from 
punishment. You say, ‘ Christ did not begin a 
subject, and leave it half finished,” and in this 
[ agree with you. Christ appeared once in the 
ends of the world, to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself, and he will not leave this subject 
half finished, for he will utterly make an end ot 
transgression and sin, and finish sin, and bring 
in everlasting righteousness, ‘+ destroy the devil 
and his works, and reconcile all things unto 
himself.”’ : 

You say, sir, that the scriptures and the pa- 
rables on which you speak are so plain and sim- 
ple that a child could understand them, and re- 
cited as to a child, if we wished to be inform- 
ed, &c. If the scriptures are so plain on your 
theory, why is there sucha struggle to main- 
tain Sunday schools? why do you fill the chif® 
dren’s hands with little simple Andover tracts, 
containing orthodox notions, and misrepresenta- 
tions of other systems? Should you be willing 
people should receive instruction from a child 
who had not been taught at the Sunday school? 
What child, by reading the scriptures impartial- 
ly, without the assistance of an orthodox in- 
structor, would learn that ‘‘ God out of hismere 
good pleasure from all eternity elected some to 
everlasting life, and passed by the rest, and fore- 
ordained them to a state of endless wrath, to the 
clory of his vindictive justice’? None at all! 
A child would learn that God was impartial and 
ino respecter of persons; ‘ good to all, and his 


tender mercies over all his works.” If the 
scriptures are so plain in the Calvinistic theo- 
ry, why warn people to shun the Universalist! 
i# it likely they will embrace sentiments contra- 
ry to plain fact? You said, too, that a thou- 
sand would be saved to one lost. What would 
a child think of this, who had been taught that 
hell was a place of endless torment, and that all 
men were wicked and deserve bell without end, 
and that all the wicked shall be turned into hell 
to receive their just. deserts? Would not this 
child need another tour to the Sunday school 
to complete his orthodoxy? Yes, and then back 
to common sense, before he weuld see the ab- 
surdity of such sentiments! With you, sir, I 
eve the scriptures are plain, and may be un- 
derstood by any candid, impartial reader, of 
sound intellect; and I am glad to hear you say 
that they may be understood by a child, for it 
has been said by some that the scriptures could 
not be understood by any, till they under- 
went a supernatural change, an idea void of 
common sense, and inconsistent with the ac- 
countability of human intelligences, 
The opposers of Universalism say, (and this 
I think you intimated) “if all mankind are to 
be saved, it is a benefit and a kindness to them 
to be destroyed, and put to death, and murder- 
ed. And those who commit these acts are de- 
serving of praise more than censure ; as they 
‘are sending men from an evil world to heaven- 


ly glory.” Well, sir, Solomon says, “the day of | hoped “ to see 


one’s death is better than the day of one’s 
birth.” And Paul exclaims, “ O! wretched man 
that Lam; who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ?” He and Solomon expected to 
be delivered (both of them together with all 
mankind) from sin and pain, at death. Yet they 
never sanctioned murder and suicide, because 
the victims would be freed from sin and mise- 
ry. You will not deny, that Paul believed that 
Stephen went to heaven; yet he did not justify 
his murder, but lamented himself that he con- 
sented to his death, although by their hands he 
went so soon to glory. You believe that you 
and the church over which you preside will all 
be saved ; now, sir, would you be willing to be 
all put to death because you expect to be happy 
immediately after death, and justify those who 
attempt to do this, because it is a benefit and 
Kindness to be removed from earthly pains to 

lory? But for the sake of accommodating you, 
i will for a moment admit that the Calvyinistic 
doctrine is true; and then ask, if there is not as 

reat a benefit and kindness conferred in mur- 

ering people, suicide, &c. in this case as in 
the former? All mankind, according to this 
system, were either elected or reprobated be- 
fore they were born; so if any of the elect are 
murdered or put to death, the benefit is, they 
go directly to glory. And ifthe reprobates are 
put to death by the sword, or murder, or sui- 
cide, they go directly to hell. But is there no 
benefit or kindness in their being destroyed so 
soon? Yes, because as they could not be say- 
ed, the longer they continued in time, the more 
aggravating would be their condemnation.— 
This is according to Orthodoxy. And many have 
committed suicide because they thought the day 
of grace was over, and they could only add sin 
to sin; and others, for the love they had for 
their families, and to prevent their growing 
worse and increasing their future misery, have 
put themselves to death, with their whole pos- 
terity! Such is the effect of gloomy Calvinism. 
Now, since this objection bears with the great- 
est force against those who make it, it is to be 
hoped that modesty will keep them silent; * for 
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happy is he that condemneth not himself in the 


thing he alloweth.” 


Sir, the advocates of endless misery would 
not have recourse to such disingenuous objec- 
tions if the Bible afforded them satisfactory evi- 
dence of their system; and this system of vin- 
dictive wrath is no part of the Gospel; and he 
that preaches it does not preach the bread of 


life ; “* For the bread of God is he that cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life to the world.” 
But the dry and sulphury chaff of endless hell 
torments giveth life to sin, and death to all the 
benevolent souls of men! If, sir, you really 
believe that God has made a Hell, and ordained 
that a certain number of his creatures shall burn 
in it, as long as they exist, why do you'try to 
counteract his plan by praying and persuading 
all to come to be saved? Is God so displeased 
with his plan of vindictive reprobation, that he 
has engaged a host of Orthodox ministers to 
frustrate and overthrow it? If not, why are 
not the desires and prayers of Christians in ac- 
cordance with their gloomy creed? Alas! this 
isnot the case. Every benevolent, godlike soul, 
desires the salvation of the world; and Solo- 
mon says, ‘the desire of the righteous shall be 
granted.” Notwithstanding you were so confi- 
dent of the truth of your doctrine, it did not 
give you rest. No; br after you closed your 
book, you declared that it was your desire and 
prayer, that all might be saved! You said you 
them all on the righthand.” This 
was consistent with Christianity and with the 
hymn you read at the close of the service, a 
part of which | transcribe :— 


See here an endless ocean flows, 
Of never-failing grace ; 

Behold, a dying Saviour’s veins 
The sacred flood increase. 

It rises high, and drowns the hills, 
Has neither shore nor bounds ; 
Now if we search to find our sins, 
Our sins can ne’er be found. 
Awake our hearts, adore the grace 
Which buries all our faults, 

And pard’ning blood that swells above 
Our follies and our thoughts. 


Sir, in the language of the prophet I exclaim, 
* Wherefore do you spend your money for that 
which is not bread, and your labor for that 
which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto 
me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your 
soul delight in fatness.” 

lam, Sir, with great respect, your humble 
servant, JOHN MAXIM, Jr. 


P. S.—Sir, if in the foregoing I have advanc- 
ed any thing contrary to truth, or inconsistent 
with Christian candor, it was wholly uninten- 
tional. And iff am in an error, I am open to 
conviction, and willing to be conyinced by scrip- 
ture and rational argument. J. M. 
———— eee 

FOR THE MAGAZINE, 

Messrs. Eprrors.—I want to ask a few serious 
and candid. questions, respecting a very preva- 
lent disorder that is out of the power of the Doc- 
tors of Physic to cure: where a man has gota 
disorder, (as his wife calls it) the strong princi- 
ples of Universal Salvation, seated on his heart, 
and his wife and three or four old virgins in his 
family afflicted with prejudice and superstition, 
(as the husband calls it) the proper name of 
which is Calvinism. A family, afflicted with 
these two disorders, as they may well be called, 
for they will disorder any house where they 
dwell together, is truly in a pitiable condition. 
Now if any remedy can be prescribed, to make 
these disordered people a little more comforta- 


John Henry to Miss Lucy Barilett 


Searle, aged 28. 


Jones. 


be rable to many 
hig wont A. aes 
N. B.—The reason why 


‘gd 

prarwert acquaint- 
of Divinity is, I think they are r . 
ed with the origin of ‘the disorders than any 


other persons. 


From the Christian 


Sa 


Examiner. 


“THAT XE THROUGH HIS POVERTY MIGHT BE RICE,’ 


Low in the dim and sultry west 

Is the fierce sun of Syria’s sky 5 
The evening’s grateful hour of rest, 

Its hour of feast and joy is nigh, 
But he, with thirst and hunger spent, 

Lone by the wayside faintly sinks ; 
A lowly hand the cup hath lent, 

And from the humble well he drinks, 

* * * * *  ® 

On the dark wave of Galilee, 

The gloom of twilight gathers fast ; 
And o’er the waters drearily 

Sweeps the bleak evening blast. 


The weary bird hath left the air, 
And sunk into his sheltered rest ‘ 

The wandering beast hath sought his lair, 
And laid him down to welcome rest. 

Still. near the lake, with weary tread, 
Lingers a form of humankind ; 

And from his lone ungheltered head 
Flows the chill night-damp on the wind. 


Why seeks not he a home of rest 2 
Why seeks not he the pillowed bed ? 
Beasts have their dens, the bird its nest ;— 
He hath not where to Jay his head ! 
Such was the lot he freely chose, 
To bless, to save, the haman race 3 
And through his poverty there flows 
A rich full stream of-heavenly grace, 


Sool es. 


DMIARRIMD, 
In this city, by Rey. Mr Streeter, Mr, Henry Horns- 
man to Miss Jerusha Hamilton. Z 


Mr. Joshua Sinclaire to Miss Amelia G. Hill. 

Mr, John C. Lincoln to Miss Caroline F, Vickers, 

Mr. Emmons 8. Dievoll to Miss Eliza Greenleaf. ’ 
On Sunday morning last, by Rey. Paul Dean, Capt. 


In Charleston, on Sunday morning last, Mr. Samuel 
Brooks to Miss Hannah Cogswell, 


— 6D a f 


DIED, 
In this city, suddenly, Mrs. Mary, wife of Mr. Wm, 
aged 30, only daughter of Mr, Ephraim 


On Saturday Maj. Thomas Dean, aged 48, 

In West Cambridge, on Saturday, sudden] y» Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Prichard, aged 36, wife of Mr. Barnard P. of Boston. 
—~_—. 

Killed, on board ship Hogarth, off the Texel, by light- 
ning, Mr. Cazneu B. Coffin, brother of the Boston Bard. 
Ah, higher swell, destructive sea, 
The dark, insatiate wave ; 
The spirit, in its majesty, 
Hears not thy billows rave ; 
The thurder’s voice, the lightning’s flame, 
‘The spirit laughs to scorn ; : 
What time was scath’d the mortal frame, 
Was life’s eternal morn. : 


Miss Eliza, 


Not for thy fate, my brother brave, 
Will I a tear-drop shed ; 
The love I bore thee hath no graye— 

It dies not with the dead ! 
Adieu!—The Texel’s stormy tide 
Thy requiem wild shall be ; 
Such dirge alone best suits the pri 
Of Brethren of the Sea, 


Boston Bane, 


